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Home

Redesign creates
a spacious feel

Kimberly L. Jackson For The Star-Ledger

T woboys and two largedogs can
take their toll on a house.
A Colts Neck couple who

had lived in their 1980 cen-
ter-hall colonial for 21 years

decided it was time to refresh their
3,000-square-foot housewhen the youngest
of their boys recently headed off to college.
They had previouslyworkedwithWeston

Construction of Fair Haven and Dulce
Feito-Daly Interior Design of Little Silver
to update two bathrooms, the powder room
and laundry room in the four-bedroom
house, and they called the team back last
year with visions of a kitchen that would
flow into the family room.
The couple wanted to open up and unite

both areas to have a more spacious result,
especially when their home would be filled
with family and friends.

THE RENOVATION
The first step was to remove a wall

between the family room and the kitchen’s
casual dining area, says interior designer
Dulce Feito-Daly. “For so long they had
been talking about the kitchen and the fam-
ily room. It wasmore cost-effective to do the
two spaces together because they had awall
that needed to come down.”
The designer left a tiny sliver of the wall

in one corner, however, to help define the
transition from the kitchen to the family
room. “It gives you a little partitioning,”
she said. It also created a niche corner that
serves as a bar area for entertaining, and it’s
a coffee bar for everyday use.
The update included all new furniture,

accessories, lighting and appliances. A new

white dining table and kitchen stools from
Stanley Furniture complement the kitch-
en’s new white cabinetry, and stainless steel
appliances from LG and Thermador.
Feito-Daly retained the kitchen’s orig-

inal peninsula design where an island-like
appendage extends available cabinetry out
from thewall. Toppedwith white torroncino

granite, it creates another place to
grab a bowl of cereal or to slice and
dice in food prep.
Feito-Daly also had the wall

above the sink cut to make room for
a larger kitchen window, framing it
with stone chair rail molding made
to accent the tile. The option cre-
ates a seamless marriage with her
tile design where slender lengths of
glass tile areworked inwith the over-
all porcelain tile pattern.
Perhaps the most impressive

transformation is of the former pan-
try area where the oven, microwave
and refrigerator are now built into a
wall of orderly floor-to-ceiling cabi-
nets topped with crownmolding.
One challenge was the family

roomhasnowindowsbeyond its slid-
ing glass doors. A woven shade that
retracts into a cornice above it was
selected to cover the door. “It gives
privacy in the evening, and it allows
light to come in softly but keep the
room bright,” Feito-Daly said.
She used pale colors to help

brighten the family room and
enhance limited natural light. The
brick fireplace was updated with a
new gas firebox and refaced with
light-colored porcelain tile. The new
design is accented by the asymmetri-
cal placement of a white ledge-style
mantel andmatching shelves.
“The focal point isn’t the tele-

vision,” she said of the new family
room. “You can come in and enjoy
the fireplace, enjoy the view, enjoy
conversation with people.”

Kimberly L. Jackson: home@
starledger.com

Jersey Home Makeover

Roomto entertain

Renovating?

Tell us about it:
To submit your renovation for
consideration for a Jersey Home
Makeover feature, email home@
starledger.com with your full
name, email address, phone
number and town/city. Attach
“before” and “after” photos of
what you renovated.

Nitty Gritty

Details of this renovation:
What they renovated:
Kitchen and family room
Who did the work:
Weston Construction and Dulce
Feito Daly Interior Design
How long it took:
Four months, from December to
March
How much it cost:
They spent $35,000 for the
family room alone; $120,000 for
the whole project, including the
kitchen.
Where they splurged:
On the fireplace, mantle and
shelving
What they like most:
The fireplace, mantle and
shelving
If they had it to do over:
The couple said they would
consider changing the side of
the fireplace that the asymmet-
rical shelving is on to get more
options for the room’s layout.

Awall between the kitchen’s casual dining area and the family roomwas partially removed for amore open feel in this Colts Neck colonial.

The family room was updated to help brighten the room and enhance the limited natural light. The brick fireplace was refaced with
light-colored porcelain tile. At right, the family roombefore the redesign, looking toward the kitchen.

The kitchen, above, was redesigned
by Dulce Feito-Daly Interior Design.
The photo at left shows how the
kitchen used to look. Among the
changes is a largerwindow.


